THE MAKING OF THE POPULAR FRONT
after discussions which are best summarised in the words of Victor
Basch, the President of the Committee:
*'There was not one paragraph, not one sentence, not one word
of the preliminary reports which did not give rise to discussion,
which was not drafted and re-drafted and drafted again, which,
after being accepted by the sub-committee after long and lively
discussions, was not handed back to them by the plenary sessions of
the national committee." 37
The problem of preparing a programme for a Popular Front that
would include the Radicals was of more immediate importance than
the discussions about the unification of the Socialist and Communist
parties; and, indeed, these discussions, although they continued through-
out the autumn of 1935, did not get very far. The paradox was that,
once more, it was the Socialists who appeared as the doctrinaire
Marxists, anxious to get agreement on theoretical first principles
before discussing practical co-operation, while the Communists
assumed the role of pragmatic politicians willing to compromise in the
interest of effective common action.
In fact, these discussions between Communists and Socialists never
led to the creation of a united working-class political party to parallel
the united Trade Union movement, planned in September 1935 and
formally completed at a joint congress in the spring of 1936. On the
other hand, it was eventually possible for the Left wing opponents
of the government to agree on a joint programme for immediate
action, on the basis of which they could prepare for the elections,
particularly as the position of the Laval government became more
and more precarious, both because of the economic situation and
because of the obvious failure of Laval's two-faced policy in the
Ethiopian war. On n January 1936, the Programme of the Popular
Front was published. It fell under three heads: Defence of Liberty,
Defence of Peace, and Economic Demands, The first section included a
general amnesty, the dissolution of the Fascist leagues, measures to
remove corruption in public life and in the Press, complete freedom for
the Trade Unions, complete liberty of conscience in the schools, with
the school-leaving age raised to 14, and a parliamentary enquiry into
the political, economic and moral situation in the colonies. The demands
under the heading Defence of Peace were such familiar ones as dis-
armament, international co-operation within the framework of Ac
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